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and democracy. I've been very impressed by
your leadership.

The Panamanian economy is strong. They
are implementing now a very strategic deci-
sion, which is the—building a parallel canal
in Panama. I remember when you first ex-
plained it to me there, when I went to visit
you, I was most impressed. And then you're
here now briefing me that the plans are not
only in place, but the operations are begin-
ning soon. And I congratulate you for that.

We've talked about bilateral issues. One
key issue, of course, is the free trade agree-
ment between the United States and Pan-
ama; Congress needs to get it done. This is
important for our—both our nations, it’s im-
portant for our economies, and it’s important
for our friendship. And I appreciate you com-
ing to talk to Members of Congress. I think
it is most useful.

And so it’s a joy to be with you again, and
I'm proud to have you here. And I pledge
to you that I will continue to work hard on
this important agreement—and I will. Wel-
come.

President Torrijos. Thank you, sir. Thank
you. It’s always a pleasure talking to you and
looking at our bilateral relations. They have
grown stronger. There’s a lot of issues of co-
operation in the agenda, cooperation that will
make a difference to common people in Pan-
ama: health programs, the regional center
that's been established in Panama; edu-
cational programs that we're talking; and of
course, our commitment to free trade, and,
as you said, the commitment that we hope
we'll be ready to help in any way to—in the
process.

And T just want to thank you for being
a friend of the country, being aware of our
problem, and reaching out to help the Pan-
amanian people. So thank you, sir.

President Bush. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.
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Proclamation 8289—Constitution
Day and Citizenship Day,
Constitution Week, 2008

September 17, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans are united by the ideals of
equal justice, limited government, and the
rule of law. On Constitution Day and Citi-
zenship Day and during Constitution Week,
we remember the vision and determination
of the Framers to build a free society, and
we celebrate the historical document they
created to achieve that goal.

More than two centuries ago, our Found-
ing Fathers gathered in Philadelphia and
produced a charter that would promote jus-
tice and preserve the liberty of all our citi-
zens. The Founders established three sepa-
rate branches of Government with a system
of checks and balances among them. Ours
is the oldest written constitution in the world,
and the American experiment remains the
world’s best hope for freedom.

The Constitution forged the American
creed of liberty and equality and has lifted
the lives of countless individuals. Whether
they are citizens by birth or by oath, Ameri-
cans share a great tradition of enjoying liberty
protected by a constitutional government of
their choosing.

On Constitution Day and Citizenship Day,
and during Constitution Week, Americans
come together and recognize the blessings
bestowed upon our great Nation. On this oc-
casion we celebrate the courage of the Con-
stitution’s drafters and recommit ourselves to
making the United States a more perfect
union.

In recognition of the signing of the Con-
stitution and of Americans who strive to ful-
fill the duties and responsibilities of citizen-
ship, the Congress, by joint resolution of
February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 106, as amend-
ed), designated September 17 as “Constitu-
tion Day and Citizenship Day,” and by joint
resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108,
as amended), requested that the President
proclaim the week beginning September 17
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and ending September 23 of each year as
“Constitution Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2008, as
Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, and
September 17 through September 23, 2008,
as Constitution Week. I encourage Federal,
State, and local officials, as well as leaders
of civic, social, and educational organizations,
to conduct ceremonies and programs that
celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our
rights and responsibilities as citizens of this
great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation.

Proclamation 8290—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 2008

September 17, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On National POW/MIA Recognition Day,
we honor the brave and patriotic Americans
who were held as prisoners of war, and we
remember those who are still missing in ac-
tion. For their valor and selfless devotion to
protect the country they love, our Nation
owes them a debt we can never fully repay.
On this day we underscore our commitment
and pledge to those who are still missing in
action and to their families that we will not
rest until we have achieved the fullest pos-
sible accounting for every member of our
Armed Forces missing in the line of duty.

To observe this important day, the Na-
tional League of Families POW/MIA flag is
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flown over the Capitol, the White House, the
World War II Memorial, the Korean War
Veterans Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, and other locations across our
country. The flag is a solemn reminder of
our Nation’s enduring obligation and prom-
ise to our courageous service members who
remain missing and a tribute to those who
have been imprisoned while serving their
country in conflicts around the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 19, 2008, as National POW/MIA
Recognition Day. I call upon the people of
the United States to join me in honoring and
remembering all former American prisoners
of war and those missing in action for their
valiant service to our Nation. I also call upon
Federal, State, and local government officials
and private organizations to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., September 18, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Remarks at the Iftaar Dinner
September 17, 2008

Good evening, and welcome. Over the past
8 years, we have made the Iftaar dinner an
annual tradition here at the White House,
and I'm really glad we did. At this year’s gath-
ering, we pay special tribute to the many con-
tribution Muslim Americans have made to
our Nation. We join in wishing Muslims
around the world, Ramadan Mubarak.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. We are
honored you’re in our midst. Congressman
Keith Ellison, Congressman Andre Carson
are with us. Members of the administration



